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FSSAI’s Stand on GM Food

During the month when the world is
observing WCRD, the draft on GM foods
by FSSAI does not seem to be serious about
the safety of Consumer bealth.

The Food Safety Authority is back in the
middle of a controversy related to its primary
job—of ensuring safe and wholesome
foods (for all citizens). In the name of draft
regulations related to GM foods,itisapparently
proposing to create such a lax regulatory
regime that any genetically modified (GM)
food approved in other countries is likely to
be approved in India. This has predictably
led to intensified campaigns by aware citizens
who have managed to get an extension of
the public feedback deadline. (It was 5th
February from the earlier 15 January.)

Ironically, this is happening when none
other than the Prime Minister of India has

emphasised taking agriculture out of the
chemistry lab. One would presume that he is
talking about taking it out of the biochemistry
and molecular biology labs too, where the
unnatural is being evolved in irresponsible
and irreversible experimentation.

Genetically modified or GM foods have
been documented in scientific studies to cause
various adverse health effects potentially.
They can affect immunity, reproductive
health, vital organs and their functioning,
growth and development of an organism
and so on. Individual toxic genes as well
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as the GM process itself, along with deadly
chemicals used with GM crops, seem to be
responsible for such impacts. In Europe and
elsewhere, aware consumers have ensured
that such GM foods have no demand and,
thereby, markets.

The irony of the situation here in India,
where the food safety regulator proposes easy
ways of foisting GM foods on unaware and
unwilling citizens, goes back to creating the
Food Safety and Standards Act 2006 itself.
In February 20006, the standing committee
on agriculture, to whom the Bill was referred
to, tabled its report in the Parliament. This
Committee recommended that a proposed
food authority be called 'Food Safety
Authority' and that the ministry of health
administer the statute. Parliamentarians, who
participated in the debate in both Houses,
were clearly concerned about GM foods and
corporatisation of our food systems, with
names of companies like Pepsi, Nestlé and
Monsanto explicitly taken.

The discussions expressed concerns
about food that the poor in the country
consumes. In the implementation of the
law, the Food Authority, despite being in
existence for many years now, was over-
enthusiastic about regulating organic foods,
which essentially is in line with the very
mandate of the Authority (safe food), but
did not bother about regulating (illegal) GM
foods in the country, despite complaints by
civil society organisations.

Years after committing in the Supreme
Court about putting into place its regulations
soon, the Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) finally came up with draft
regulations in November 2021 and sought
public feedback. In the forms annexed to
the proposed regulations, one can realise that
FSSAI will make approvals in other countries
as the basis for approvals here.
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While the draft speaks about the
'Authority’ processing applications, the

‘Authority’ by law does not have any safety
experts! It has ministerial representatives
along with industry, retail, farmer and
consumer representatives. Additionally there
is just a passing mention of how approvals
or rejections will be based on biosafety
assessment,

Even though labs can detect GM
adventitious presence at 0.01% limit of
detection (LOD), FSSAI is proposing
labelling with a threshold of 1% for individual
GM ingredients, denying consumers their
right to know and right to informed choices.

In fact, these draft 'regulations' are
not worth the name at all, even as these
regulations also seek to weaken the meagre
and lackadaisical law further that genetic
engineering appraisal committee (GEAC)
does, under the Environment Protection Act
(EPA), 1986.

Importantly, there is nothing in these
draft regulations about state governments
and their policies concerning GM foods,

even though public health is a state subject as
per the Constitution of India.

FSSAlis aiding the industry by proposing
the current kind of regulations. It is time that
state governments and citizens woke up to
the danger being posed by FSSAI, and ensure
that the food safety regulator upholds their
wish to remain GM-free.

Online petitions have been initiated for
this purpose and more detailed feedback also
is sent to the regulator by many organisations
and experts.

The provision related to infant foods
reveals that FSSAI can have a prohibitory
approach if it chooses to. This was adopted
in a precautionary manner and rightly so.

FSSAI has to ensure that a precautionary
approach is followed for all GM foods and all
food consumers and not just infants.

(Excerpts from an article by Kavitha
Kuruganti is with the Coalition for a GM-
Free India and works on issues related to
farmers’ rights, sustainable farm livelihoods
and food safety)

Courtesy - Money Laife.

CI theme- Fair Digital Finance

Every year, on March 15, the consumer
movement celebrates World Consumer
Rights Day, raising global awareness of
consumer rights, consumer protection and
empowerment. Consumers International (CI)
announced the theme for World Consumer
Rights Day 2022 as Fair Digital Finance.

Digital financial services have created
new risks along with traditional risks that can
lead to unfair outcomes for consumers and
leave those who atre vulnerable behind in an
increasingly cashless society.

There is strong evidence to suggest
these risks have increased in recent years
and crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic
have enhanced these risks, where vulnerable
consumers are more fragile due to economic

hardship. Achieving fair digital finance

R

for all requires a global, collaborative, and
coordinated approach. The rapidly evolving
and complex nature of digital financial
services demonstrate the need for innovative
regulatory approaches and digital financial
services and products that centre consumer
protection and empowerment.

It is more important now than ever to
build on our knowledge and work together
to understand what fair financial services
looks like in a digital world, and what role
consumer-centred financial services can play
in global challenges like sustainability. 2022
will be a crucial moment for change with
upcoming international policy moments such
as the G20 and OECD review of High-level
Principles on Financial Consumer Protection.

¢
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MGP seeks transpatency in premium waiver

Mumbai Grahak Panchayat (MGP) has the promoters to MHADA on the concerned
written to the Maharashtra Real FEstate town planning authority stating that the
Regulatory Authority (MahaRERA) promoter undertakes to pay the entire stamp

demanding a probe into whether developers duty of prospective buyers for the area for
who availed of the 50 percent cent concession which 50 percent reduction in premium is
scheme on fungible FSI premiums have paid availed of.

the stamp duty on the flat purchase's behalf The undertaking also includes clauses
and passed on the benefit of concession to that state that the promoter will submit the
the home buyers. certificates from the home buyers indicating

that their stamp duty has been paid by
the developer. The undertaking further
states that the promoter will display a
list of all beneficiaries of stamp duty
on the promoter will display a list
of all beneficiaties website, and that
the promoter will submit the list of
beneficiaries to MahaRERA.
Deshpande said under section

x : "}i i * - samenl 35 of the Real Hstate (Regulation
B e B and Development) Act (RERA).
Adv. Shirish Deshpande in his letter to MahaRERA has powers to call for
MahaRERA chief Ajoy Mehta dated January ~ information and conduct investigations on a
31 said "There was a specific condition complaint or suo moto to furnish information
imposed that the promoters/builders should ~ or explanation from promoters or appoint
bear the full cost of stamp duty' on behalf  an inquiry panel to probe the affairs of any
of the homebuyers and produce certificates ~ promoter. He also mentioned that under
to that effect. It is, however reported in a section 37 of RERA, MahaRERA has powers
section of media that although most of the to give directives to promoters from time to
promoters/builders in the MMRDA region time. If deemed necessary.
have opted for the scheme announced by Deshpande urged Mehta to direct
the government, they have not passed on developers who have availed the benefits of
this benefit of stamp duty waiver to the the premium concession scheme to provide

eligible homebuyers. He added that the  information to MahaRER anout the names
MGP believes in such possibility since this of the beneficiary homebuyers in each such

condition of promoters/builders absorbing  project along with copies of their certificates.
the cost of stamp duty on behalf of home He also demanded that the authority ask
buyers was not adequately publicized and as all such developers to disclose on their
such most of the homebuyers appear to be ~ MahaRERA project registration pages that
unaware about it. they have availed 50 percent concession

Deshpande  also  submitted  the offered by the government and no stamp duty
Maharashtra government circulars dated  is payable by the home buyers for that project.
December 11, 2019 and February 23, 2021, - Courtesy - Satish Nandgaonkar,
as well as the draft undertaking to be given by The Free Press Journal
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