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Compassionate!

It was around 1957, when Bapu got a good
job offer in Indian Sailors Home, Masjid
Bunder. This was a sudden royal change. We
moved to Masjid Bunder bungalow, where
Bapu had a royal cabin on ground floor and
spacious apartment above.

The lavish house brought inconvenience
to Tai Dada who schooled at Chhabildas
school. But aaji was of great help to shuttle
the gap by train. Having no Marathi School
in the vicinity, I was admitted in an English
Medium nursery. Days passed in adjustments.
However, Bapu was trying to adjust with
the new life pattern, where on one side was
comfort and on the other side was his inner
struggle. The sailors would come with their
problems at odd hours, sometimes drunk.
Bapu could overcome that. However the
moment the sailors realized that Bapu was a
man of principles and discipline, to sanction
their leave and other requirments, they
adopted a smart idea of getting chocolates
and gifts for us. This was a turning point.

The rarest quality of instant decision, despite

1959 - Indian Sailors Home, Football Team

- Naina K. Kulkarni, Danghter

the tempting luxury on the other side Bapu
kicked off the job and we moved back to
Dadar. We were blessed to learn so much at
that raw age which was our foundation. With
not a word from the family, Aaji and Aai
supported Bapu. They were his strength.

I vividly remember one more incidence
of my school life. There was a delay in paying
fees by some girls. It was exam day and all the
gitls were hunted out and deprived of giving
the exam. I was perhaps in sixth grade. I ran
home gasping and crying. Bapu was at home.
He immediately dressed up and consoled me
to school to meet the principal. He showed
her the rules for humiliation and ensured that
all girls were given the lost time. However
busy he was with his social activities, we were
his priority. Aai would jokingly ask us to take
Bapu's signature on our report cards so that
he knew in which grade we studied.

In 1977, I got a job in Union Bank of
India, Nariman point H.O., where a Parsi
colleague was going through a bad patch of
wrongmarriage decision and divorcelitigation.
She had a Special girl child aged 4. When I
¥ narrated her story at home,
Bapu
her with police protection and
freed her from the marriage
. abuse. She looked upon Aai-

immediately consoled

Bapu as parents as she was all
alone. The 4 year old grew up
in a special school at Madras
and fixed up her own marriage
at 18 yrs. Aai- Bapu have many
more such virtuous stories to
their credit, and perhaps we all
are the beneficiaries of those
blessing today. ¢
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MGP was his Passion

- Paras Mantri, grandson

Selfless Attitude : passing day. Bapu always reinstated that

“I always wondered why somebody
doesn’t do something about that. Then I
realized I was somebody.”

Bapu abjoba had personified this
statement in true sense and led to the genesis
of his focus on Consumer Protection drive.

Bapu was so passionate about his work
that it took a few days for him to realise that
he will not be able to visit Grahak Bhavan
every day after he met with a minor accident
in 2003 He used to get from his bed with his
leg in a cast of plaster and try dressing up to
visit Grahak Bhavan. Convincing him to rest
was not easy.

Bapu was a visionary and together with
his other eminent colleagues he set a strong
foundation for Mumbai Grahak Panchayat
(MGP), which is getting stronger by each

‘United consumers are strong and divided
consumers are at the mercy of Corporates.'

I can never forget the passion Bapu ajoba
had while he articulated the mission, supply
chain dynamics and social service mindset
of MGP to the German research team who
visited home, along with a few other office
bearers of MGP to interview Bapu ajoba.

The tribute to his years of meticulous
execution of consumer protection, passion
and leadership stays forever as Madhukar
Mantri Chowk at Juhu- a proud memory
for all of us. The road layout of Sant
Dynaneshwar Marg, a road that connects
Madhukar Mantri Chowk and Grahak
Bhavan is symbolic, as Madhukar always
used his Dnyan (Knowledge) for benefit of
Grahak (Consumer). .
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